Planting the Orchard                         I.r>9
where grain farming, rather than irrigated crops, have
been the rule, a sharp lookout must be kept for ground
squirrels and gophers. Both of these pestiferous rodents
are apt to cause serious injury to newly planted citrus
trees unless effectually prevented. Detailed directions*
for fighting gophers and ground squirrels are given in
Chapter XXIV.
INTERCROPPING
The question often arises as to the advisability of grow-
ing intercalary crops between the trees in order to gain
some revenue from the land while waiting for the trees to
come into bearing. There are many cases where this
has been done advantageously, although the intercropped
citrus orchard is the exception rather than the rule.
Such a practice is permissible only when the intercrop
does not interfere with the best growth of the citrus trees,
Citrus nursery stock is often grown between the rows of a
young orchard where the soil is sandy and does not pack
and bake as a result of the digging, and tramping incident
to balling the nursery trees. Vegetables, such an toma-
toes, potatoes, peppers, lima beans, or black-eyed peas,
may be grown to advantage. In interior valleys kaffir-
corn and stock-beets make a satisfactory crop which may
be used for hog feed. The corn-stalks are often con-
venient for wrapping the young trees in winter* A .strip
of alfalfa down the middles improves the soil, especially
when the hay is cut and applied to the cultivated strip of
land on either side of the tree rows. Such a strip of
alfalfa should be reduced in width from year to year and
plowed out entirely by the fifth year. Strawberries are